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Due to the rapidly changing events in the areas of electronic media and the Internet, the Electronic
Bulletin Board Ad Hoc Group (the Group) has shifted its focus.  The group has been expanded
from its original six members to currently 20 members, plus two observers from Society
Headquarters.

The Group held its only meeting this year in March at the Carderock Division, Naval Surface
Warfare Center (NSWC).  The group reviewed the current operation of the Electronic Bulletin
Board, had a general demonstration of the World Wide Web, and discussed the general trends for
electronic publishing and distribution of information via the Internet.  The Group was informed of
the generous offer of the NSWC to host, and assist and developing a SNAME World Wide Web
site.  The Group subsequently agreed to proceed with development of a Web Site, with the
intention that it would eventually replace the bulletin board when it became operational.

In April the Executive Committee approved changing the Electronic Bulletin Board Ad Hoc
Group to a full Committee and recommended, pending Council approval, elevating the new
committee to Standing Committee status.  This new committee is to be entitled the Electronic
Media Committee.  In addition to electronic media activities, the new committee is also tasked
with developing standards for the electronic format of Society technical papers, monitoring the
maintenance of electronic databases, and evaluating new electronic media technologies.  The
Executive Committee also allocated funding to develop the publication database, and to continue
the operation of the bulletin board until the Web site becomes operational.

The basic plan for the development of the SNAME Web site still closely follows the original plan
for the Electronic Bulletin Board as prepared by the SD-2 panel in 1989.  A preliminary
implementation of the Web site was demonstrated to the Executive Committee in September.  The
site will be publicly unveiled, and demonstrated to the general membership, at the Annual
Meeting following the Society Business Session on Friday October 6th.

The primary focus of the Group for next year will be the continued development and enhancement
of the Web site.  The Group will also work closely with Headquarters and the other Standing
Committees in evaluating new technologies and recommending applications that will be beneficial
to efficiently meeting the objectives of the Society.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert D, Tagg
Chairman, Electronic Bulletin Board Ad Hoc Group


